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It seems hard to believe that six weeks ago my wife and I were sit- 
ting in the Dentans' living room in New York, spending a pleasant ev- 
ening with the Chairman of the Jerusalem School Committee and Mrs.- 
Dentan and with President Detweiler. At that time clouds had already 
begun to gather over the Near Hast, and we were grateful for the op- 
portunity of receiving a final briefing and some words of encourage~ 


ment and advice before setting out on what promised to be an eventful 
years 


The trip over, via TCA, Pan-Am., and Air Liban, was without incident. 
We wondered what sort of reception might await us in Beirut, or wheth- 
er it would be possible to land there at all. However, our fears 
proved groundless. We landed without difficulty and, after some de- 
lay, proceeded in & convoy of cars, escorted by the military, into the 
city where we spent the night - with only one shot to disturb our 
Slumbers. We had planned to spend three days in Beirut, visiting 
friends and shopping, but the tenseness of the situation made it seem 
advisable to push on to Jerusalem by the first available plane. 
Fortunately we were able to secure a reservation on Air Liban the fol- 
lowing day and arrived in Jerusalem in the early afternoon. 


The Director of the School, Dr, Neil Richardson, had not expected us 
So soon and was absent in Amman on business, but to our great surprise 
and delight we were greeted at the door of the Schoolnby the towering 
figure of Father Roland Murphy of the Catholic University of America, 
Washington. Father Murphy was one of the School Fellows when I was 
here as director in 1950-51, so this was like a homecoming. To make 
it even more true, another of the School Fellows of '50-51, Bill 
(Prof. W. H.) Morton appeared just before dinner time. We felt that 


our second term at the School had begun auspiciously after all, in 
spite of the war clouds, 


We found the School in excellent condition - a tribute to the thought 
and care expended on both buildings and grounds by Dr. Richardson and 
by Dre and Mrs, Sellers. The garden is a much more attractive place 
for sitting out in than it has been for a long time. The space be- 
tween the flower beds has been enlarged and the trees trimmed to let 
in more light and air. Mahmud's 12 ft.-high geraniums are a never- 
ending source of wonder, while the twitter of a pair of bulbuls in the 
jasmine and cypresses imparts the requisite Oriental atmosphere. 


Dr. Richardson left for home on July 8 = or so he thought. But on ar- 
riving at the Jerusalem airport he discovered that the plane did not 
have sufficient petrol to make the return flight to Beirut. There was 
nothing to do but return to the School for the night and hope for bete 
ter luck next day. Another frustrated traveller at the airport, but 
one who was accepting the situation with a philosophic calm born of 
long residence in the East, was Dr. Henri Seyrig, director of the 
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Ecole Francaise a'Archéologie in Beirut. He accepted an invitation to 
return with us, and the members of the School spent a most enjoyable 
evening chatting with this charming and distinguished scholar. 


On July 14 a School group, consisting of Monsignor Skehan, Fathers 
Murphy and Brown, Professor Hamrick, Sami Maddah and myself, drove to 
Dhiban, i\ie were anxious to visit the scene of some of our former la- 
bours. The sight which met our eyes was not a pleasing one for the 
paved courts had been looted of their stones. But it was most inter- 
esting to see the work which has been done at Dhiban by the various 
expeditions of the American School since the initial campaign in 1950- 
Sl. A tremendous amount of work still remains to be done before this 
mound yields up all its secrets. 


We had lunch at the iJady ‘Jala and then headed for Machaerus. Beyond 
Libb we got off the trail and ended up at the village of el-Quraiyat. 
Here we learned that word had just come over the radio of the uprising 
in Baghdad. ‘Je wondered whether to proceed to our objective or return 
at once to Jerusalem, but decided that, having come this far, we had 
better go one So, taking a local guide with us, we retraced our steps 
Some distance, found the right road and, after an extremely bumpy 
ride, eventually reached the village of Mukawir. Leaving the car 
there, we proceeded on foot almost to the foot of the mound on which 
the fortress of Machaerus stands. By this time the afternoon was 
wearing on and this fact, coupled with the disturbing news which had 
reached us, made us decide not to attempt an ascent but to turn back. 


On reaching Madeba, it was apparent that the events in Baghdad were 
@lready beginning to make themselves felte Since the outbreak of 
trouble in Lebanon, Jordan had been entirely dependent on Iraq for her 
petrol. The new development threatened to cut off her fuel supply 
Completely. Hence the Jordanian army at once clamped down a tight 
control on all benzine and an armed policeman was stationed at each 
pump. e managed to secure a few litres at Madeba but efforts to se- 
cure more at Amman proved unavailing. By the time we reached Jericho 
it was doubtful if we had enough benzine remaining to carry us up the 
long climb to Jerusalem. Ali, the driver, and I went to the Chief 
District Officer who sent a policeman with us. But even the arm of 
the law was unable to produce benzine where there was no benzine. 
Finally we found a station which admitted to the possession of a sup- 
Ply but unfortunately the man who had the key to the pump had gone 
homee Picking up a boy who knew the way, we proceeded to the home of 
the "master of the key" and after a long wait managed to get him out 
of bed. The long wait was soon explained by the arrival of a tray 
with cups of coffee for all the inmates of the car}! With the master 
of the key in our midst, we returned in triumph to the centre of Jeri- 
Cho and soon had enough petrol to see us home. ‘le arrived back to 
find the other members of the School somewhat concerned for our where- 
abouts. Omar had even phoned the police to find out if we had crossed 


hen Jordane The events of the day had everyone's nerves a bit on 
OCZ6e 
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One of the biggest events of the summer in Jerusalem has been the 
holding of a summer school in Islamics at St. George's under the aus- 
pices of the Near East Christian Council. It was organized by Dr. 
Kenneth Cragg and attracted a considerable number of Christian work- 
ers from all over the Middle East and North Africa, Members of the 
conference who stayed at the American School were Dr. Harry Dorman, 
Executive Secretary of the Near East Christian Council and one of the 
leading spirits of the conference, Miss Virginia Pierce (a 1956 grad- 
uate of Union Theological Seminary, New York), and Messrs, J. D. 
Woodberry and B. B. Collins, students at the American University, 
Beirut. My wife was delighted to find at the conference two former 
Kodai Kanal (India) school-mates, Dr. and Mrs. Wells Thoms (nee Beth 
Scudder) of Muscat. Rev. Eric Bishop of London, England, and Dre 

Yusef Shammas of the Near East School of Theology were dinner guests 
at the School one evening. It was my privilege to give a lecture at 
one of the closing sessions of the conference on "Recent Archeological 
Research in Arabia." 





In spite of the tense political situation, a few groups of tourists 
continue to appear in Jordan. Monsignor Skehan has been most gracious 
in responding to the appeal of several of these groups for talks on 
the Dead Sea Scrolls, One morning recently he took a small School 
party on a tour of the scrollery of the Museum, a rare privilege in- 
deed. Yusef Saad, Secretary of the Museum, entertained us at coffee 
afterwards. A number of scholars under the direction of Pere de Vaux 
have been working on the Scrolls all summer, Monsignor Skehan, Pro- 
fessor Frank Cross, and John Strugnell, Father Fitzmyer, a 1957-58 
Fellow, who has been compiling a concordance of the non-Biblical 
scroll material, left on July 10. His work is being carried on by 
Father Raymond Brown, @ 1958-59 Fellow, who arrived on July 4. 


Professor and Mrs, ‘Jalter R. Clyde of Western Theological Seminary, 
Pittsburgh, are still with us, They are waiting for the political 
situation in Lebanon to clear before returning to Beirut where Pro- 
fessor Clyde is spending a sabbatical on the staff of the Near East 
School of Theology. Miss Pierce returned a week ago to Beirut to at- 
tempt to salvage her belongings from the American School for Girls 
which has been several times under fire. Miss Frances Gray, Professor 
of the Philosophy of Religion at the Beirut College for Women, has 
been staying at the School during Auguste Residents at the School 
during July included Fred M. Rogers, Director of children's programs 
for station WQED, Pittsburgh, Rev. William P. Barker of Bowen Hill 
Presbyterian Church, Pittsburgh, Andrew Watson of the Department of 
Political Science and Economics, University of Toronto, Hughes Old of 
Princeton Theological Seminary, Donald Williams and David ‘Jalker, two 
Californians, the former a student at Princeton, the latter at Fuller 
Theological Seminary; also Henry Bucher, Jr., from Thailand. 






I would like to assure the friends of all personnel at the School 
that we are well, comfortable and going about our daily routine as 
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usual. Mr. Franklin, the American Consul-General, keeps us informed 
of any precautionary measures which he feels we should take. Life 
in Jerusalem proceeds in quite normal fashion and, except for the 
occasional irregularity of the mails and the rationing of benzine, we 


have no cause for complaint. We are looking forward to a busy and 
profitable year. 


Best wishes from us all. 


Fred V. Winnett, Director 


Jerusalem School 





